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MLA unite with Neighbourhood Watch

The Master Locksmiths Association (MLA) has just announced an important new partnership
with The Neighbourhood Watch and Home Watch Network (NHWN) who represent
schemes across England and Wales. United by a common mission to promote safer

communities, the organisations will work closely together to promote domestic security.
Speaking of the partnership, Dr Steffan George, development director of the MLA said:

“I'm delighted to announce that the MLA has become a partner of the Neighbourhood
Watch and Home Watch Network. The MLA has been looking to align itself with NHWN for
some time; as one of the UK’s largest community crime prevention initiatives, NHWN have
unparalleled reach into the heart of the nation’s communities. With over 158,000
Neighbourhood and Home Watch schemes across the UK and over '7.9 million members,
being affiliated with NHWN will enable the MLA to engage directly with members of the

public interested in creating more secure communities.

“A further advantage of being allied with Neighbourhood Watch is that it operates on both a
regional and national level. NHWN is able to reach individuals interested in creating a more
secure environment in their immediate community but is also involved in the bigger picture
of making Britain a safer place. As a national organisation with members across the UK, the
MLA has similar priorities. Ensuring it serves the interests of its licensed locksmith
companies on a regional level, the MLA also represents the industry on the national stage,
spearheading pivotal developments such as the creation of a national Locksmithing

qualification and apprenticeship.

“The MLA already has a strong track record of working with the police. We have recently
worked alongside West Yorkshire Police in a drive to overcome a specific break-in method,
and have a strong relationship with the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO).
Becoming a partner of NHWN will further strengthen our ties with the police as NHWN have

representation at every level of the police force. Through NHWN’s regular interactions with



the police as well as our own, we can ensure that the MLA’s key message of using a vetted,
inspected & qualified locksmith to look after your security needs is disseminated more

widely than ever before.

“As a partner organisation of NHWN, the MLA has also been given a significant presence on
the NHWN website. Security advice from the MLA will be prominently displayed alongside
information about the organisation and links to the MLA website. The Network are keen to
encourage their members to use MLA licensed locksmiths to install security systems and
provide advice. To complement this, NHWN plan to develop their website to include a
searchable database of MLA registered locksmiths, to enable NHWN members to easily

locate an MLA locksmith in their area.

Echoing Dr George’s sentiments Jim Maddan, Chairman for NHWN said: “There is a natural
synergy between the work that is carried out by the Master Locksmiths Association
members and Neighbourhood Watch groups across England and Wales, and the only thing

that surprises me is that we have not got together earlier.

“The early days of Neighbourhood Watch were very much about target hardening and
property marking, although these days we have moved forward to include other areas
where we can influence local issues and develop community cohesion. The security of our
homes is still a vital part of our role and this new partnership is a reflection of the need to
ensure that we install high quality products with the added attraction of the knowledge that

they have been installed by an expert.”

Dr Steffan George of the MLA added: “I see our partnership with Neighbourhood Watch as a
hugely significant step in communicating the MLA motto of ‘Skill and Integrity’ to the public.
Through working with partners such as NHWN and the police, our aim is to raise public
awareness of the MLA, its members, and the benefits of using an MLA approved locksmith.
This should ensure that members of the public can be confident that they know where to go
to find a locksmith who will have the skills, knowledge and training to do a professional job
and give valuable security advice, helping them not only to create and maintain a secure

home but also a safer community.”
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About the MLA

The Master Locksmiths Association (MLA) was established over 50 years ago to set and
promote standards of conduct, practice and materials within locksmithing. The MLA is
recognised as the authoritative body for locksmithing by the police, home office and other

leading organisations such as the British Standards Institute.

As a not for profit association, the MLA ensure its member companies undergo strict vetting
procedures so the public, government and industry receive the appropriate service and
advice. MLA members share the ethos that ‘skill and integrity’ remain paramount in

locksmithing and are able to provide sound advice based on knowledge and experience.

A list of approved MLA companies can be found on the MLA website, for further information

please visit: www.locksmiths.co.uk

About the Neighbourhood and Home Watch Network (England and Wales)

The Neighbourhood and Home Watch Network (NHWN) is the official national organisation
who represents the movement as a whole and is recognised and supported by the Home

Office and the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO).

Neighbourhood Watch and Home Watch members believe that everyone has a right to feel
safe where they live. We promote that right by building strong, friendly, active communities

where crime and anti-social behaviour are less likely to happen.



Our schemes activities are characterised by their diversity, taking in everything from home
security improvements to youth workshops to neighbourhood clean-up projects. Through
our website and our links with the police, we give like-minded local people the resources
they need to contact each other, share information and increase safety and social cohesion.

In short, we help neighbours help each other.

Contact:

NHWN Press Officer

E: press.office@ourwatch.org.uk

T:0116 229 3118
M: 07827 837729

W: www.ourwatch.org.uk

' Data from Public Liability Insurance Survey, 2009



